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CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS, 1215-1272
THE attempt to discover the variety and interplay of
influences which brought about the appointment of
the various bishops of the period from 1215 to 1272, has
inevitably to be modified by lack of material. For con-
structing a complete picture, details do not exist.1
The function of formal election records being to make
an election appear the bona-fide act of a cathedral chapter,
the few sets which remain offer no indications whatsoever
of external influences at work during the proceedings.
When elections were referred to the papacy, however,
papal letters usually provide invaluable material. Rescripts
state the reason of the appeal and summarize proceedings
up to date ; and in bulls announcing the final judgement
some summary of arguments and allegations made by con-
flicting parties at the curia is made. Moreover, a few
interesting fragments of correspondence and pamphlets
relating to these disputes are found in cathedral registers.
Close and Patent letters usually give information about the
attitude of the king and the action of his proctors. But in
normal .elections when appeal was not made to the Papacy,
the main evidence for interference rests on remarks found
in the chronicles of the period on the more notorious
instances of secular abuse or metropolitan or episcopal influ-
ence. These remarks are not only casual and slight, but
infrequent, and only occasionally confirmed by other
sources. If an election passes without such comment, only
one negative fact is known about it: that it was effected
without scandal.
Reading such evidence alongside what is known of the
personnel of the bishops, it appears that out of the seventy-
six successful elections which took place between November
1214 and 1273, some forty were carried through without
1 Since this chapter was written, our attention has been called to a brief study
by Dr. Alfred H. Sweet, ' The Control of English Episcopal Elections in the
Thirteenth Century' (The Catholic Historical Review, published by the Catholic
University of America, N.s,, vi (1927), 573-82),